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Coronavirus & Protest Law

From Monday 19th July 2021 the Coronavirus ACT, which had implications for protest, is revoked. There are no longer
any restrictions on protests.

Some people may still be affected by arrest or fixed penalty notice (FPN) fines from recent protest or actions, which took place before
19th July. If you have been issued a FPN and would like to challenge it, please contact one of our recommended solicitors, or talk
through options on the protest support line 07946 541 511

The Coronavirus Act had introduced new police powers in England and Wales which had implications for protest. There
are also changes to the way police interviews and court hearings are being conducted. (Also see guide to rules in
Scotland)

It had been updated several times, most recently March 29th 2021 to start to ease restrictions, including for protest. (The latest.
legislation for England and forwales. can be seen here).

As restrictions begin to ease police have been reverting to using the usual public order offences. For people still caught up in legal
procedures, there is a brief history of the legislation below.

June put us into ‘step 3’ where groups of 50 will be allowed to meet outdoors but there were exceptlons for protests. The system
of ‘tiers’ had been dropped. for further details see our page Coronz

,which are

Previously we had been seeing wides
disproportionately being used agalnst people of colour and ma%b&c,hauengabla

Previous changes to legislation were following lockdown in January 2021, updates at the end of the November 2020 lockdown and
the introduction of Tier 4 in December 2020.

For information about the implications of Coronavirus-related legislation for protesters:

For ageneral guide to the powers created by the Coronavirus Act in England & Wales, please see these guides from Bristol

Def Solidari
For a guide to the powers created in Scotland please see SCALP’s guide

Please note that Coronavirus related law is changing rapidly. This guide was last updated on 24th June 2021

https://greenandblackcross.org/guides/coronavirus/


https://greenandblackcross.org/solicitors/
https://www.scottishactivistlegalproject.co.uk/covid-resources/
https://www.scottishactivistlegalproject.co.uk/covid-resources/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2021/364/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2021/364/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/wsi/2020/1609
https://greenandblackcross.org/guides/coronavirus/2-police-powers/
https://policing-the-corona-state.blog/
https://netpol.org/2020/05/26/callout-coronavirus-fines/
https://greenandblackcross.org/guides/coronavirus/1-health-masks/
https://greenandblackcross.org/guides/coronavirus/2-police-powers/
https://bristolabc.wordpress.com/defendant-solidarity/know-your-rights-during-the-lockdown/
https://bristolabc.wordpress.com/defendant-solidarity/know-your-rights-during-the-lockdown/
https://www.scottishactivistlegalproject.co.uk/covid-resources/
https://www.scottishactivistlegalproject.co.uk/covid-resources/

Coronavirus & Protest Law

Please

think carefully before

calling the police during this

lockdown, particularly on young
or vulnerable people.

There are many reasons why people may be outside:

» They have to go to work

» Home is not safe for everyone LY
+ People from the same household are out together
« People are delivering items for vulnerable people

ﬁ All of these people and others may NEED or have T8

NO CHOICE but to be outside and can be

HARMED if you call the police.
®

Please look out for your family,
friends, neighbours and wider
community - especially in
these difficult times.
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