7 Laws Commonly Used at Protests

Laws Commonly Used at Protests

Having a basic knowledge of the laws the police most commonly use to disrupt protests can increase your confidence
on actions and help you stand up to repressive police tactics.

This guide may be useful for people who are aware of their key rights, and would like to learn a bit more detail, or for legal observers
to print off and refer to. It would also be useful to read our guide on Stop & Search powers.

We think that knowledge of the law can help your confidence in planning actions and standing up to police, but unfortunately it will
not necessarily protect you from arrest. The police frequently arrest first, and then work out if there is anything they can charge you
for later. At most types of actions though, the risk of actually being arrested is low. The risk of being convicted is even lower, and
first time offenders would be very unlikely to receive the maximum penalties.

If asked to do something by a police officer, we recommend that - if safe to do so - you ask “What Power” to challenge whether they
are acting lawfully. If you get an answer, please note it down, and let us know what powers are being used (or tell alegal chserver if
they are present).
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https://greenandblackcross.org/guides/laws/


/guides/key-advice/
/guides/what-is-a-legal-observer/
https://greenandblackcross.org/guides/stop-and-search/
/guides/key-advice/
/guides/what-is-a-legal-observer/
https://greenandblackcross.org/guides/laws/obstruct-pc/
https://greenandblackcross.org/guides/laws/assaulting-a-pol…emergency-worker/
https://greenandblackcross.org/guides/laws/section-12-14/
https://greenandblackcross.org/guides/laws/3-obstruction-of-the-highway/
https://greenandblackcross.org/guides/laws/4-breach-of-the-peace/
https://greenandblackcross.org/guides/laws/5-trespass-aggravated-trespass/
/guides/laws/6-criminal-damage-theft/
https://greenandblackcross.org/guides/laws/7-violent-disorder-and-affray/
https://greenandblackcross.org/guides/laws/9-anti-social-behaviour/
https://greenandblackcross.org/guides/laws/public-nuisance/
https://greenandblackcross.org/guides/laws/dispersal-order-section-35/
https://greenandblackcross.org/guides/laws/obstructing-workplaces/
https://greenandblackcross.org/guides/injunctions/

